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Worden was a positive character, in keeping with
the determined way that he fought, not only the
Monitor in the famous action against the Merrimac,
but also the other ships intrusted to his command
during the war. In common with many of the older
officers, he was not yet convinced that the academic
schooling of Annapolis was a wiser system in giving
future officers a groundwork than the old-fashioned
system of apprenticeship on board ship while actu-
ally cruising. I recollect that one day, when I was
at work at a desk in his office, he had a midship-
man up for some infraction of discipline, and he
broke out:

" Where you ought to be, young man, is not
ashore in a landsman's school, but right on board
ship, where you would learn the business of being a
seaman in the same hard school that I learned it/'

At this, well knowing the admiraPs views on the
score, which were often repeated, the midshipman
grinned slightly, perhaps unconsciously.

" Don't you grin at me or I will throw you out
of the window!" Worden blazed.

The midshipman's face went very stiff and sober
at such a "dressing down" from the autocrat of
Annapolis and one of the great heroes of the war.
For some reason I myself could not resist a smile at
the situation, and the admiral caught me at it, too.
For a minute I did not know but he might try to
throw me out of the window. However, he con-
trolled his temper and said nothing.both
